
Gifted Update 

South Euclid Lyndhurst School 
STEP UP and ALPHA Programming 

ALPHA READING Grades 4-6—Mrs. Gina Arnold 

ALPHA READING students in grades 4-6 have completed their third and 
final WordMasters Challenge. Awards and medals have been handed out. 
The students worked very hard mastering the higher level vocabulary while 
using the relationship between words to better understand the individual 
words. 

Top Cumulative Students: 

4th grade  5th grade  6th grade 

William Butler 45  Jaimmy Herron 42 Grace Allen 46 

Hasir McMillian 37 Kaleb Dosreis 40  Gio Tripi 42 

Ethan Kaplan 33  Ella Daugherty 35 Jack Fromet 41 

CONGRATULATIONS to the winners and a SPECIAL                         
CONGRATULATIONS to WILLIAM BUTLER for getting A PERFECT 
SCORE OF 20 on the second challenge! 

The ALPHA students brought in their favorite books to do “Book Talks” in class. 

The children love telling about and recommending books to their peers. This is a 

wonderful way to foster the love of reading. Students are also sharing short      

stories, poems, and plays they have written. The children appreciate hearing each 

other’s work, and are improving how to give and receive compliments and      

constructive criticism regarding their work. It has been very  rewarding to see the 

children incorporate new vocabulary  they have acquired by participating in 

WordMasters into their own personal writing pieces. 
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Sharing a favorite book. 



3rd Grade ALPHA Math 

     The ALPHA math third graders completed a 
project called Face Factory where they analyzed 
the math involved with money and developed 
their own original Face Factory creations.          
Currently,  these students are writing a multi-step 
original story problem involving at least three of 
the math concepts we have studied this year, 
evaluating their peers’ work, and using Go        
Animate for Schools to animate their original story 
problem to share with others. Students will have 
access to Go Animate for Schools over the       
summer, and I encourage you all to check out this 
fun and creative way to animate math problems 
and more!  

 

 

     ALPHA Math fourth graders “teamed up” to solve a unit 

called Football Frenzy, involving the complex game of  

football and various ways math is used in  the game. This 

unit involved a great deal of peer teaching and cooperative 

learning, and culminated with these teams of students 

creating their own group Football Frenzy slide            

presentations for their classmates to solve. Before the 

school year ends we will analyze the math involved in 

halftime marching band shows! ALPHA fourth graders also 

participated in math lessons involving Rubik’s Cubes as 

part of a program called “You Can Do the Rubik’s Cube!”  

 

 

 

3rd Grade ALPHA Reading   Mrs.Marcia Armbruster 

4th Grade ALPHA Math 

     The ALPHA 3rd grade readers   

completed their novel study and  

blogging discussions of the multiple 

award winning book Sees Behind 

Trees by Michael Dorris, and           

participated in a district-wide All   

ALPHA 3rd Grade Reading Day at 

Greenview. This special day allowed 

the ALPHA Reading third graders from 

Adrian, Rowland, and Sunview to 

meet the members of their yearlong 

virtual classroom and engage in a live 

book discussion and creative 

writing projects as             

culminating  activities.      

Students also began writing original 

poems and short stories using the 

Storybird  website, and made new 

friends during our 

pizza lunch! 
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Creativity / STEM Egg Drop 
Mr. Robert 

Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sixth grade STEP UP students 

work together on their egg drop  

ideas. Students discover how       

applying Newton’s Laws of Motion 

can be applied to save their eggs 

from a fall from the second story of  

Greenview. Through trial and error 

almost all students were successful. 



STEP UP :                
Continental 

Math League 

  Grades 3—5 

Mrs. Gina Arnold 

The students completed 
their first Continental Math 
League Competition. 
Throughout the year, the 
students have been        
graphing their results after 
each round of the          
competition and setting 
goals to help achieve     
their  personal best. Medals 
and awards were handed 
out in class. Award winners 
in the competition by grade 
are: 

3rrd Grade 

1st Place: Thomas Denk 

2nd Place: Ashley Amer and 
Grayson Novak 

3rd Place: William Stanford, 
Benjamin Allen and Bryon 
Morton 

4th Grade 

1st Place: William Butler 

2nd Place: Owen Thompson 

3rd Place: Elijah Morgan 
and Nomar Tobias 

4th Place: Ethan Kaplan 

5th Place: Brian Spahiu 

5th Grade 

1st Place: Darnell Scott, Jr. 

2nd Place: Gabrielle Peoples 

3rd Place: Lilian Anderson 

4th Place: Sonny Rogers 

5th Place: Bailey Hodge and 
Aliyy King 

5th Grade ALPHA 
Math 

     ALPHA Math 5th graders 

finished their study of ancient 

mathematical number systems by learning about the Greek alphabet and the 

connection between the letters and their numerical values in order to work 

with challenging math problems in Greek. These students then created their 

own “ancient civilization” number system based on what they learned from 

the Greek, Roman, and Egyptian number systems. The fifth grade ALPHA 

Math students created number systems and a “history” of their number   

systems, revolving around personal interests of their own, such as number 

systems based on the presidents, different sports, and the solar system—to 

name a few. 

 

 

6th Grade ALPHA Math 

     Greenview 6th grade ALPHA Math students completed their study of the 

Fibonacci sequence, the Golden Rectangle, the Golden Spiral, and Phi, the 

Golden Mean by researching and creating one original Fibonacci drawing of 

their choice, as well as one of the following presentations: Fibonacci numbers 

as they relate to the human body, Fibonacci numbers as they relate to music, 

or Fibonacci’s famous “Rabbit Theory.” Final Fibonacci projects were done 

with a technology project of their choice. Slide shows incorporating videos 

and “Prezzi” presentations were among the tech products chosen. ALPHA 

Math students also participated in math lessons involving Rubik’s Cubes as 

part of a program called “You Can Do the Rubik’s Cube!” In addition, Case 

Western Reserve University speakers Chris Butler, Andrew Wood, and Karen 

Zoller visited our classroom to speak about the ever-growing field of          

computer coding. It was exiting to hear and see how math is used in coding 

and in the real world! 
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Speaker from Case talking to students 

about coding. 



Field Trip 

5th Grade STEP UP and 
5th Grade ALPHA      

Reading and ALPHA 
Math 

Students had the opportunity 
to travel to the Natural History 
Museum. The students visited 
the Planetarium and the Ralph 
Mueller Observatory. They 
were entertained with legends 
of Native North Americans and 
discovered new constellations. 
Students also learned about 
the sun, planets, and moons, 
as well as gravity, energy, and 
motions. After the           
presentations, the children 
had the opportunity to explore 
the rest of the Natural History 
Museum. 

STEP UP: Grade 3    Mrs. Gina Arnold 

     The fourth grade students did an unbelievable 

job on The Toy Company Simulation. They learned a valuable life lesson of 

how important it is to contribute as part of a team to achieve a common goal. 

The students had to write and speak descriptively and persuasively while 

drawing conclusions based on observations. Once they completed all of the            

components of the simulation, each group presented a five minute proposal 

informing the audience of why their newly developed toy is going to be     

successful in the toy market. The videos can be viewed on your child’s google 

classroom. Make sure to 

ask to see it! 

The children did an amazing job 

completing their Independent 

Studies. This was a long process 

and the students spent a great deal 

of time researching and  collecting 

information about their desired 

topics before beginning their     

projects . A special THANK YOU to 

Mrs. Hidek for coming in and help-

ing the children put together their      

display boards. Once the             

Independent Study was complete, 

each child had the  opportunity to 

present their projects to the class. 

The students did a fantastic job 

sharing what they learned with 

their peers. Thanks for your       

support at home. It was nice 

meeting so many of you at the 

Open House. I look forward to 

working with your kids again next 

year in 4th grade STEP UP.  
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STEP UP: Grade 4 



The fifth grade students recently completed research on self-selected 

Solar System topics. Students were given time to investigate and     

analyze the information. After the research was complete, they had 

the freedom to create either a google slide presentation, poster,     

Kahoot or even write a Rap song, displaying what they had learned. 

Upon completion , each student shared their information by            

presenting their creative project to the class. The other students were 

able to ask questions and give feedback regarding the presentations.  

Art Museum   Mr. Robert Bell 

As a culminating activity for the 

philosophy unit that was engaged 

in this semester, the 6th and 7th  

grade STEP UP and ALPHA       

students traveled to the Cleveland 

Art Museum. While there the     

students worked with a docent 

who share information about the 

myths reflected in artwork from 

the Greeks, the Egyptians, from      

Renaissance times as well as from        

modern times. The myths          

displayed by the artwork were  

indications of the philosophical 

views of that particular era. The 

docents were quite impressed by 

the focus of our students and by 

the high level of questions asked 

by SE L students.  

We hope to continue studying  

philosophy topics again next year. 

 

 

STEP UP—Grade 5      Mrs. Gina Arnold 

Working on a Kahoot. 

Continental Math League 
Mr. Robert Bell 

It is hard to describe how many things go on in our gifted    

education classes but one of the tangible activities for          

enriching mathematics is Continental Math League (CML). This 

is a program that begins for our STEP UP students in grade 3 

and continues through grade 8. About once a month students 

work on some challenging math problems. Continental math 

experiences are designed to improve students’ problem     

solving capabilities.  CML is a national program, so by           

submitting our students’ scores, we are participating with   

students of the same grade level from schools all over the U.S. 

Here is an example from grade 7. How would you do this? 

* In the multiplication problem at the right, 

A, B, C, D and E represent different digits. 

Each time the same letter appears it represents 

the same digit. Find the number represented  

by ABCD. 

     ABCB 

X          4 

__________ 

      EBEA 

Students work 

diligently on 

solving math 

problems from 

the Continental 

Math League. 



Memorial Junior High School and Grade 7 ALPHA 

 

     Students recently completed a 60’s project in conjunction with their novel, Wednesday Wars 

by Gary D. Schmidt. Wednesday Wars is a historical fiction book that exposes students to one 

of the more turbulent times in American history. Students were assigned a multimedia project 

with several critical thinking pieces required. Using technology resources, the students         

immersed themselves in research of the 60’s. They discovered fashion, the family turmoil, the 

Vietnam War, the civil rights movement and more. The project culminated in a presentation to 

the class, complete with recipes and “costumes” of the time period. One of everyone’s favorite 

parts was their interview with a relative who lived through this time period. The students did an 

outstanding job. We used Google Form to gather student responses on what they learned. 

Please follow the links and read what some of the students had to say: 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/sel.k12.oh.us/spreadsheets/

d/1SsARUsDvtAip9wAMAroGyBIUOPfV4P2qSJ_7RuslQWk/edit?usp=sharing  

 

 

Thank you for attending the STEP UP /ALPHA Open House. Thank you to 
all the GIS for their work this year with the students. 



“ Success is a continuing upward spiral of progress….” 

Wilferd Peterson 

 Gifted programming in South Euclid Lyndhurst was designed to provide each student with learning 

experiences that accommodate particular needs, interests, and abilities—yet challenge students to become 

self-directed and lifelong learners able to contribute as well as adapt to the challenges of the future. STEP 

UP and ALPHA experiences were particularly successful for students who recognized their role of            

individual responsibility in making the most of gifted programming  opportunities. 

 During this year, SEL gifted programming has tried to make these goals a reality, keeping in mind 

the importance of balance between academic and personal needs. From Stock Market Challenge to         

KidBlogging and from Independent Studies to “brain push-ups” - the activities have been varied. I hope 

that the students have been and will continue to be motivated to try to do their best on all tasks they      

attempt as part of gifted programming, in the regular classroom, and indeed, in life. 

 During this last month of the school year, we have collected some information / suggestions for 

gifted programming as we plan for next year. Thanks to the students and parents for their input. We will 

share information about what was collected after all of the data is organized. 

 Since we recently completed surveys, I thought that I would share with you a survey that was  

compiled by Judy Galbraith. Ms. Galbraith has worked with gifted students for many years, is an author of 

several books and started Free Spirit Publishing. 

What Gifted Students Want (and Need) from Their Parents 

According to the survey we conducted for The Gifted Kids ’ Survival Guide: A Teen Handbook, the top ten 

things gifted students wish their parents would do (or not do) are: 

1. Be supportive and encouraging; be there for us; be on our side. 

2. Don’t expect too much of us; don’t expect perfection. 

3. Don’t pressure us, be too demanding, or push too hard. 

4. Help up with our schoolwork/ homework. 

5. Help us develop our talents. 

6. Be understanding. 

7. Don’t expect straight A’s. 

8. Allow us some independence; give us space; trust us, because chances are we know what we are doing. 

9. Talk to us; listen to us.  

10. Let us try alternative education / special programs. 

Coordinator’s Corner 

South Euclid Lyndhurst Schools 

Debra Barrickman, Ph.D. 

Gifted Coordinator 

Greenview Upper Elementary School 

1825 South Green Road 

South Euclid, Ohio  44121 

 

Phone: 216-691-2023 

Email: Barrickman@sel.k12.oh.us 

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT THIS 

YEAR.  
HAVE A SAFE AND            

ENJOYABLE SUMMER! 


